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The home of one of America's most revered Presidents is also home to American icons such as the

Ferris wheel, Montgomery Ward stores, and John Deere tractors. This latest offering from the

award-winning team of author Kathy-jo Wargin and illustrator Gijsbert van Frankenhuyzen is sure to

be a must-have for every "Illini." Teachers, students and parents will enjoy the clever poems, rich

illustrations and revealing text of L is for Lincoln: An Illinois Alphabet.
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Most everyone knows, or should know, that Abraham Lincoln, born in Kentucky and raised in

Indiana, was elected president from the state of Illinois. But do you know when and where the

world's very first Ferris Wheel was seen? L Is for Lincoln uses rhyming text by author Kathy-jo

Wargin, which will appeal to children, along with striking prints of paintings by Gijsbert van

Frankenhuyzen, to go through the alphabet from A to Z and reveal various interesting facts, many

historical, some geographical, and others scientific, all about the state of Illinois. For example, "A is

for the Arrowheads hiding in the ground, special tools from long ago waiting to be found." And did

you know that the oldest zoo in the United States is the Lincoln Park Zoo in Chicago, IL? By the

way, the first Ferris Wheel ever seen was at the World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago, also



known as the Chicago World's Fair of 1893. I saw this book in a Cracker Barrel restaurant, so I

picked it up since we live in Illinois. After reading it, my first thought was, "I wonder what the one for

Ohio is?" Ohio is my home state. And then I remembered. Years ago, when we lived in Ohio and

our older son was studying Ohio history, my wife found B Is for Buckeye in the library.
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